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OR, IS 
an EXAMINATION __ * 
INTO | | 
The Conduct of the Delegates, 
| 7 
AT THEIR 
GRAND CONVENTION, 
Held in Patrabrir nis, Sept. 1, 1774. 
ADDRESSED, - 
To the MERCHANTS of New-York, ; 
By A. F. Farmer. WOUND. 
Author of Free Thoughts, &c. + JFK 
1 a OO L346; : 
Hee, pr» Ders immortales, ntrum ed v confilia fitcorum, an t: 
nolontorum omnia : Et utrum cogitata Japientum, an opcrata fri- 1 ' 
grun, widentur F. Cicer. contra Rullum. "I 
Do voa logk upon theſp Proceedings as the Cout(els of Sobriety, 1 
or the Dreams of Inebriation ? they ſeem to you the De- ; 
liverations of Wiſdom, or the Ravings of Phrenzy ? 
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AN EX AMINATION 
INTO 


The Cox puer of the DzLEGaTEs, &c. 
ADDRESSED 


To the MexcuanTs of New-YoRs. 


Gentlemen, 


1225 make no apology for addrefing myſelf to 


preſent unhappy and diſtreſſed ſtate of our country. My 
ſubject will neceſſarily lead me to make ſome remarks on 
our paſt and preſent conduct, in this unnatural contention be- 
tween our parent country and us. I am duly fenfible of what 
importance you are to the community, and of the weight and 
influence you muſt have in the conduct of all our public affairs: 
| know that the characters of many of you are truly reſpectable, 
and I ſhall endeavour to expreſs what I have to ſay to you, con- 
2 with that decency and good manners which are due, 
not only to you, but to all mankind. | 

But you muſt not expect any undue complaiſance from me, 
You muſt be content with plain Engliſh, from a plain country- 
man; I muſt have the privilege of calling a fig,---a Fig; an 
egg. an Egg. If, upon examination, your conduct ſhall, in 


it ;---if wrong, to be r :---if ſelfiſh, to be expoſed _ 
2 a N 
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you, the Merchants of the city of New-York, upon the 


may inſtances, appear to be weak, you muſt bear to be told of 


Ton 2 - 
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* 
it ridicylous, to be laughed at: -Do not be offended if Ion 

to ſay, that if your conduct ſhall appear to be honourable, tha: 
it ſhall be commended. Honourable and virtuous actions want 
no commendation,---they ſpeak for themſelves: They affect not 
praiſe, but are rather diſguſted with it, ---inſtead of heightening, 
it tarniſhes their luſtre, If you have acted from honoarabl: 
motives, from diſintereſted principles, from true patriotiſm,— 
if juſtice and prudence, and a love of your couniry have been 
the guides of your conduct, you need fear no attack, nor the 
ride ſcrutiny of your actions. 

Nor, upon the other hand, ought you to be diſpleaſed with the 
man, who ſhall point out your errors, ſuppoſing you have acled 
wrong. To err is common, -I wiſh it was uncommon to petfil 
in error. But ſuch is the pride of the human heart, that wher, 
we have once taken a wrong ſtep, we think it an impeachmer: 
of our wiſdom and prudence to retreat. A kind of ſullen, ſull 
ebitinacy take» porleſhon of us; and though, in the hour « 
calm reflection, our hearts ſhould condemn us, we had rathe: 
run the riſk of being condemned by the world too, than own 
the poſſibility of our haviug been miſtaken. Prepoſterous pride 
It deicats the end it aims at: It degrades inſtead of cxalting our 
characters, and doſtroys that reputation which it ſeems ſo {ol:ci. 
tous to cſtablith. 'I's become ſenſible of our errors, and to mend 
them,---to grow wiſer by our own mittakes,---to learn prudence 
from our own miiconduct,---to make every fall a means of riſing 
higher in virtue, are c:rcumftances which raiſe the dignity of 
human nature the neareſt to that perfedion of conduct which hs 
never erred, | 

Poſſibly, in many inſtances, I ſhall need your candour: In one 
particular I muſt beſpeak it, I live at a diſtance from the city, 
and viſit it but ſeldom, The opinion I have formed of your con- 
duct, depends, a good deal, upon report, and the common nev/- 
papers. -I have, however, endeavoured to get the beſt infor. 
mation I could; and I have not the leaſt inclination to put anfu: 
conſtructions upon your actions; and ſhould I, in any inſtance, 
miſrepreſent you, .1 will, upon good information, male 2 
proper acknowledgments. Under theſe circumſtances, and with 
this diſpoſition, 1 think IT have a right to expect, that you wil 
read this Addreſs without prejudice, and judge of it with in. 
partiality, and ſuch a regard to truth and right, as every renſon- 
able man ought to make the baſis of his opinion in all diicuitons, 
and the rule of his conduct in all his actions. + 

You, ſometime ago, Centiemen, joined with the other citi- 


xens of Nev/-York, in ſending Delegates to repreſent your city 
1 | in 
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2 that the Congreſs would coniult upon, and enter into 


anLorpy diſputes with our mother country, and of * and 
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berties of the coloniſts, and on the other giving full weight 


vas oetore ? 
o {ay that the Congreſs have not ated in this manner is 
to til 4/a5/bly, without either reaſon or good ſenſe on your 
{lo Look at the Suffolk Reſolves, from Maſſachuſetts, which. 
ty. avopted, © approved ond recommended. Look into 
the;r addreſles to the people of Great- Britain, to the inhabitants 
of the colonies in general, and to thoſe of Quebec in particu- 
r. "They all tend, under cover of ſtrong and lamentable cries 
«bout liberty, and the rights of Engliſhmen, to degrade and 
contravene the authority of the Britiſh parliament over the Bri- 
iN dominions; on which authority the rights of Engliſhmen 
ire, ia a great meaſure, founded; and on the due ſupport of 
ch authority, the liberty and property of the inhabitantz, 
even of this country, mult ultimately depend. They all tend 
to raiſe jealouſies, to excite animoſities, to foment diſcords be. 
tween us and our mother country. Not a word of peace and 
rocunct).ation,---not even a ſoothing expreſſion: - No conceſ- 
Lens are offered on our part, nor even a poſſibility of their 
weating with us left. The parliament muſt give up their whole 
"iuority,---repeal all the acts, in a lump, which the Congreis |, 
ive lound fault with, and truſt, for the future, to our humour, 
pay them juſt ſo much ſubmiſſion as we ſhall think con- 
Yenent, 
me, it is a difficult taſk to account for the conduct of 
ole geutlemen who were delegated from your city. Their 
datar! 75, their ſtations, their abilities, their knowledge of the 
nge mankind, and of the laws and conſtitution of their 
aten, all congurred to raiſe my expectations, that they 2 

| ave 


. 


have been of principal advantage in the congreſs, by moderat. 

ing and keeping within bounds the fiery intemperate zeal, which 
it was too apparent, many of the Delegates carried with them to 
that aſſembly. Cruelly was I diſappointed, when the account 
was confirmed, that the congrefs had unanimouſly adopted the 

Suffolk Refobves. Chagrined and vexed, I waited impatiently 
for their whele proceedings. Their proceedings, at length ap. 
peared,---and unhappily, the names of every Delegate from 
this province, one only excepted, who, I have been ſince in- 
formed, was abſent, ap at the bottom of their il!.con. 

certed affociation, 

I muſt leave it to theſe gentlemen to account for their own 
conduct: But, at the ſame time, uſt obſerve, that if what iz 
whiſpered abroad be true, they are highly concerhed to vindi. 
cate their conduct to the public. I do not chooſe to make my. 
ſelf accountable for tranſient whiſperings, and vague. reports, 

It is ſaid, however, that ſome matters were ran upon them 
T uſe the very phraſe that was made uſe of to me, that they 
unfortunately agreed, before they proceeded to buſinels, that 
neither Ai int nor proteſt ſhould appear on their minutes, ---that 
by this agreement their hands were tied, and they were obliged, 

in honour, to ſign the aſſociation, and give their voice in con- 
firmation of all the proceedings.----Let theſe Gentlemen, how- 

ever, remember, that though they might unfortunately, and 
imprudently have tied up their own hapds, yet that their feet 
were at liberty; and that when they found the Congreſs were 
taking an undue advantage of them, and were driving matters 
to ſuch a dreadful extremity, they ought, in juſtice to them- 
ſelves and the public, to have walked off, and have 4% the 

Congreſs, 

The conduct of the New-England Delegates does not appear 
to me ſo hard to explain. It is well known that the province of 
Maſſachuſetts- Bay, have carried their oppoſition to the Bririfh 
government, to the moſt daring heighth. They ſet the exam- 
ple to the other colonies, of deftroying the property of their 
fellow ſubjects, the Eaſt-India Company, in _ eftance of 
the laws of the empire, to which they owed ſubjeRion, of the 
laws of the province in which they lived, and of the general 
laws of humanity.----They have wreſted the command of the 
militia from his Majeſty's Governor, they have proſcribed the 
legal Treaſurer of the province. and without any courſe of law, 
——— him a ** traitor to the ſtate;· they are forming and 

iſciplining regiments, providing ammunition and trains of 
artillery, to oppoſe the King's troops ;---they have ſhut up, and 
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dered uſeleſs the legal courts of juſtice ;--«they have by mobs 
= riots obliged many officers of the crown to reſign their em- 
ployments z. and in a variety of other inſtances have behaved 
+hemſelves in ſuch a manner, as to deſerve the epithet of rebel- 


3 


— le. The extravagancy of their demands, and of their con» 
* duct, are ſach, that no perſons can attempt to vindicate them \ 
” without giving up all pretenſions to common ſenſe. | 


Nor does this behaviour of the people of the Maſſachuſetts. M \ 
appear to be the effect of any ſudden emergency, but of preme- a 
titzted deſign :- The three- penny duty on tea, they complied. 
with, and imported near two thouſand cheſts, em with 
ir, But finding uneaſfineſs and complaints in this province, 
New Jerſey, and Pennſylvania, on account of that duty ; and 
their aſſerably, being engaged with their governor, in ſome po- 
Jitical diſputes, which awakened their republican principles ; 
they ſeem to have thought it a proper time to try, how far the 
other colonies could, by art, and management, be induced to 
take part with them. They knew, that while all remained in 
peace and quietneſs, they could do nothing. If the other co- 
/:nies received their motions coolly, they could recede ; if 
warmly, they could advance the farther, | | 

The unlucky ſtep that was taken at home, of ſending Tea, 
belonging to the Eaſt- India company, to be ſold here, increaſed 
our diſcontent, as it added the dread of a monopoly, to the hard- 
fp of which we already complained, of having three-pence . 
terling exated upon every pound of Tea imported into the co- 
lonics, This was & time not to be neglected by the Maſſachu- 
ets people. Unhappily, the firſt ſhip, with the companies Tea 
mixed in their harbour. Inſtead of ſuffering the Tea to be 
nuded and ſtored, and of ſhewing their patriotiim in not buying 
and uſing it, they took the fatal reſolution of deſtroying it. 
Having executed their raſh purpoſe, they waited awhile to ſee 
what effect it would have in the other colvuaies. Finding them- 
ſclres abetted and applauded by the more furious and fiery zen 
ots among thoſe people in the oy cry — Who 
have di gnied themſelves, and diſhonoured the phraſe, by — 
themſelves Sons or Li EKT, they became more turbulent an 
wruly ; and ſpurned all the advice of the more moderate and 
nore worthy among themſelves, of offering to make re- 
vtution for the damages they had done. 

Perceiving that the Tea-ſhips had been —_ ts return 
from Philadelphia and New-York; without being ſuffered to en» : 
(tr taeir ports, and that the contagion of their ill example had 
read as far as the latter city, and had, in a lawleſs riotous man- 
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der, brought deſtruction on the Tea, imported by Capt! 
Chambers, they advanced a ſtep further. They, at firſt hefty: 
ingly, afterwards more openly, propoſed a Congreſs of Delz. 
ates, to meet at Philadelphia, about the firſt of September, 
any moderate people, who withed nothing ſo much a3 a hear 
reconciliation, and firm union with Great-Britain, cageriy en. 
braced and helped forward the dr{ign. The Sons ef Liberyy,... 
N. B. I ufe the phraſe only through courteſy,---exv!ted an] 
applauded the ſcheme in ſuch extravagant terms, that it wat 
enough to make one think, that they imagined, that God hin. 
ſelf could fave their liberties in no other way. All the wiſdon 
of the continent was to be drawn together in a, forws at Philade!. 
Fhia, like the rays of light in a burning-glaſs, There a regular 
American conſtitution was to be ſettled, and our liberties and 
privileges fixed on a ſoundation fo ſtable, that neither Lord North, 
nor Old Time himſelf, ſhould ever make any impreſßon on 
them. | | | 

Many people, however, expected no good from this propoſe! 
Congreſs. They fereſaw that few, except the wrong-headed, 
bluſtering people among the ſons of liberty, and the more 9) 
favourers of an American Republic, would give themſelves much 
trouble about the election of Delegates, unleſs it were the vain 
and pragmatica!, of no political principles, who hoped to riſe 
into ſome degree of conſequence, from helping forward a pro- 
jeQ that had the popular cry in its favour. However ill- grounded 
theſe apprehenſions were thought to be at that time, experience 
hath ſhewn that they were but too well founded. 

Eren in this province, many undue and unfair advantages 
were taken. I fay nothing of the election in the city, for! 
know little about it. But when yon had choſen your Delegates, 
the ſuperviſors in the ſeveral counties were applied to by the 
committee of your city, if I anderſtood the matter right, to cal! 
the people together, and to chooſe committees ; which com. 
> mittees were to meet in one grand committee; and this grand 

committee of committes were to chooſe the Delegates for be 
courity ; or to declare their approbation of the New-York De- 
legates : And if any county or diſtrict did not meet and choc!? 
their committee, it was to be taken for granted, that they a. 
quieſced in the New-York choice. 

Here, Gentlemen, an unfair advantage was taken. You had 
no right to dictate to the counties in what manner they ſhou.d 
froceed. You had no right to ſuppoſe that thoſe diſti ce, ct 
thoſe people who did not aſſemble, were in your favour. T's 


| contrary ought to have been ſuppoſed; and yon ought to ban 
; — N | conſidered 
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ali 10 the city-hall or ehe hae But Ni dee ei e 


ſemble the people of a country=diltridt. Beſides, it is well kilown 
by all hots, who know any thing of human nature, that eſe 
-opie ho are ford of inhovations in government,” abc of "ren- 

yon themſelves vn ſ picudus in their neighbourhood, Would de 
mol likely to attenaou ſuch an on. And fo it accpfüing- 
ly happ ened; for it is hotorious that in ſome diftficts only three | 
& 1027 met and choſe theim/elves to be n committee o | this moit 
import nt occaſion. So that, taking tlie whole/province * 
ter, Dam conſicent, leg ates lud not the wic of 
in1dreth part of the peaple in the favour. 

You may ſay thatthe people might have' aſſent] ed'; and 7 
did not, their filence was to be taken for their. conſent.” 
{ {.t, gentlemen. \'That they might have alembleg, F know; 
but dad your committee, ot chair own ſupetiors, any. rightto) hs 
them together Were they under any obligations to obe 
notihcations, A ed ir ee founded on 


and becauſe they did not'chooſe 10 obey it, muff”. their 


thority of a New- York committee You knowthey were 3 
av! privileges be given ups to be torun, and mangled, and 


led on by an-enthulbaltie congrels.? Whateyer you, ies 

may think of the mater, or, whatever, my . 
may chink of it, -Þ 21 dain ſuch abject lub ion to des 

mitte, or your delegatesror congreſs. | T7 will not 5 
and privileges On 10 phecarlons s ten i 

I do not recol det 285 e eee er 
generally choſen ig de N colonſes. If it was in 1 manner 
ſimilar ro that in Which theit election was cunducted in this p 
ce, rhe ſame ohiteheons may be made.t0 it. Bat here 16 
dan outcry ef 'exultutianiayd; Fridhiph. . “ The Dale 

from ſeveral of the governments,” Ech the deep-throate 

of liberty «6 were play 1944 05 L 75 
Aue and legal eſentatives of the e ptople ; and „ 
ere the tet * egal delegates of the people,” 1 hear you; | 
g-ntl>men ; and While I hear yen, I pity your r tho 
+37 altoniſhed at vor ampydences It would\be much ." > 
«-2: 11 ge if you wanld Jenin Ace common: ſenſe, if you wo 

ra yourſelves with fore an eee of e Y 
fore you ſet ki hoe! the affairs of government, ang 

Gide ſo very * 275 thy. vm! the rig ts aud liberties of me 


&|'ow-{ubje \ my > ns Wale 


wick proprieiy ; and then you vi be heard arid attendedsto. By: 


ſome conſequerce in a tavern or ale-honſe; Lond cries of libery 
may catch the ignorant, and beguile the unwary i Tur and f. 


ment; from, c&+m.you mulſt deduce your reaſoning; to hen 3c. 


1 
76000 them according to their real natures and tt ſpeak of then 


. miſguiged fancy; a heated imagina jon, will only b. 
Tos contempt, Noile avg bluſtering may make you 8 17 


lers may ſilence the puſillanimòus: But if you would rife in 
esl dignity, and merit the efteem of your fellow: ſubjefts, in 
Fling the preſent diſtracted Rate of our cotntry, you mult ob. 
tain 4 edge of the firſt principles at leaſt, of civil gorem- 


: 


muſt conform your conduct. ; | | 
Conſider now, and tell me, What fight or power has any af. 
ſembliy on the cbntinent to appoint delegates to repreſent their 
province in ſuch a congreſs às that which lately met at Phila. + 
alen The affemblies have but a delegated authority then. 
ſelves. They are but the repreſentatives of the people; they 
cannot therefore haye even the ſhadow of fight, to delegate that 


authority to three or four perſohs, \eyen/ Mould "theſe perſons be . 
of their own nember, which were delegated by the people to 10 
their hole body conjunctively. ” Defegates, ſo appointed, ar, 0 
at. beſt, but delegates of delegates, but repreſentatives of repre- 0 
55 atives. And whatever embly hath ated in this manner, 00 
hath betrayed the rights and privileges of the people whom they pi 
pee It has exerciſed a power which it c vet receivei 3 
from the people, but which it has uſurped over them; and in- * 
ſtead of commendations and applauſe, it deſerves: only cenſuft the 
and reproach. Beſides, Pn eh, | 79 F Fai 
The people. are not hound by any act of their repreſentatives, 8 
till it hath received the approbation of the other branches of the tie 
legiſlature. ''No delegates, therefore; can in any true ſenſe de al 
*, called the repreſent atiars un province, unleſs they be appointed 2 
by the joint act of the whole legiſlature of the province. When, a 
therefore, the delegates at Philadelphia, in the preamble to their prod 
Bill of rights, and in their letter to his Excellency Genera thei 
Gage, ſtiled their body © a full and free repreſentation of. laber 
All the colen'es from Nova Scotia to Georgia,“ they were lavp 
"wt nilty of a piece of impudehce wliich was never equalled fince 5 
' Ne world began, and never will be exceeded while it ſhall con. who! 
Ee inn bf Xl : of 2 
Nor is it clear to me, that the legiſlature of any province hae but n 
a poet of appointing delegates to ſuch, a congreſs as lately met berat 
Lat Philadelphia, Lam certain no provincial legiſlature cau g niſed 
, them Juck powers Us were lately exerciſec at Philadelphia. 45 bit 
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he logiſlative authority, of any province cannot extend far”. 1 
PS. an tha province extends. None of its acts are dak | 7 
one inch beyond its liraits. How then can it ive authori to ; 
z few p:cſons to meet other A5 1 from other provinces, fo 
make rules and laws for the whole continent? In ſuch a cafe; 
the Carolinas, Virginia, Maryland; and the four N {ns 
colonic, might make laws to bind Philadelphia, New- erlcy 3 
and New-York : that is-+-they might make laws Whoſe 'opera- 
tion ſhould extend further. than the authority by Which they * 
were enacted, extended, Before ſuch à mode of legiſtation can 
tce place, the conſtitution of our colonies muſt be ' ſubyerted,' 

+ their preſent independency on each othet muſt be annihilated.! 
And after it was accompliſhed; we ſhould” be in a fituation's 
thouſand times worſe,, than our annie 4m; ce. on Great. 
hritain, ſhould all:the' difficutties we complain of be real,” and 
all the grievances ſome people affe& to feat, fall upon us, * 
But it is time to Jeng vita the congreſs; and-confider Meir 
proccedings. However choſen, of however appointed, on Sep. 
tember the fifth, 1774, the delegates: met in a Grand Continen- 994 
tal Congreſs at Philadelphia, and became the öbject of Grand . 
Continental Attention, For a conſiderable time, they 4 d | bs 
the utmoſt ſeerecy, Their doors were mut, their whole pr 
ceedings were involved in privacy and darkneſs, ee = Shs 
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pixed, nothing was heard; but that Mr., fo For hir ; 
name, was continually poſting from Boſton to Philadelphia, au 0 
from Philadelphia to Fo on. We pleaſed caſe With 78 
houghts that all our grievances would now be decent and. 75 


larly repreſented, all Sur unhappy diſputes with our tothUer TY; 


country adjuſted and ſettled, and every poſhibility of future Cöüte nt. 
non obviated, by the joint wiſdom, prudence and moderation | 
all the colonies. © Like the country people in the fable, we ock 
attentivs to the throes and g of the labouming moutitain,. \ 10 
-- gape, with the expedition of ſome mighty matter tobe" | 
produced at the birth. I weuſd to Jod our expecutions, like \ J 
theirs, had ended in laughter and merriment ; But alaG E he 
labcur of the congreſs produced, not a filly mouſe, to make ut "$1 
aueh, but a yenomous brood of ſcorpions, to ſting us to death. 
uring that myſterious period of filence, When they wy the” 
vbole continent in ſyſpence, y ſeem to have been in the tate 
cha man who is determined uf ſome hazardous 'enterprize,” . 
but not having ceutage endugh to. ſet about it cooly and deli- 
(erately, is obliged to wait till accident, or his own effort have 
raiſed lus paſſions to & proper degree of fury: Or, like che in- 
Aditants of New. 4 anne their nr 
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they found it neceffary to animate them{dlyes by \finging their 
war ſong, exercifing their lances, and brachen Mere Pace. | 
patoos, that they might work themſelves up into aka ſtate of 
frenzy, as ſhould apparently leſſen the ans 5 of thoſe deſpe: 
rate meaſures, which they were already determined to pur fue. 
The people of Bofion ſeem attentively to have regulated their 
conduct in ſuch a manner, as ſhould have the greateſt tendency | 
to inflame the minds of the congreſs when it ſhould meet. While 
the members of that aſſembly were drawing together at Phila. 
delphia, a report was ſpread fram Boſton that Vs navy and ar. 
my had attacked the town... Poſts were diſpatched with the mot 
e 0s from town to town, till the dreadful tidings arrived + 
at Philadelphia, In New-England, all was hurty and confuſion, 
the pulpit-drum eccleſiaſtic, ſpread the alarm.thro: gh Con. 
necticut. They flew to arms, and marched off to attack the 
troops of tha. 12 whoſe faithful and loyal Jubjefts they have te. 
peatedly declared themſelves to be; hole hey troops, . which 
were employed in the ſupport pf his government, and in the 
protection of his ſubjects. ( e 
* Ibis falſe alarm anſwered two purpoſes, It tried the temper 
of tde other New-England colonies, and convinced the Boſton 
people, that they were ready to join them in their molt extra- 
vagant ſchemes,---to ruſh hendlong with them down the preci. 
pice of rebelljon,, It ſerved. alſo to inflame the congrefs, and 
| N Perpare the way for anather Boſton manceuyre | * 
The county of Suffolk, in the province of 'Maſſachuſerts Bay, 
"Had, og the fxth and ninth of September, entered into a ſetpf 
reſolves, by which the authority of the government of Great. 
Britain was denied, the courts of juſtice Rut up, his Majeſty's 
counſellors, who did not reſign Rox places by a day ſet them, 


%.< 
= — = 


mr viz. September zoth, werE declared to be obftinate and in- 
Wd; F corrigible enemies to their country.“ The command of the 


militia taken from the King, and lodged in the people; with 
. Teveral other poſitions | anc ee e ſeditions and 
| Tchellious. It was à matter of great conſequence to the ſaccels 
of their ſchemes, to get theſe reſolves ratified, and confirmed by 
authority af the congreſs, Now was the lucky time, the criu- 
Fial minute. Their paſſions were up, their reaſon diſturbed, 
their judgment diftorted ; with the moſt inconfiderate raſbnels 
Ph they took the fatal reſolutipn of adopting e and res 
. commending” the conduct of the Suffolk people, contained in 
-their reſolves of the 6th of September ; thereby making chat 
- Tebellious reſolves, as ſat ag in them lay, the a& and deed gs 
vw 4." \ l * 
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his Maieſyꝰs faithful ſubjectt, in all the colonies, from Næva Seatia 

Ge-orora. 1 N + 
2 [t 8 my deſign to conſider minutely this adopted brat of 
the coagreſs- the Suffolk relolves.---Every perſon who - wiſhes 
z reconctliation” with Great-Britain ; who defires to continue 
under her dominion and protection; who hppes to enjoy the ſe- 
curity of law and good government, and to tranſmit our pre- 
ſent free and happy conſtitution untainted and uncorrupted to 
his poſterity; muſt condemn and abhor them, Nor will I enter 
pn a particular examination of the other productions of the 
congreſs. To point out and animadvert on every thing in 
their addrefſes, &e. which deſerved cenſure, would require a 
yclume; nor would my patience hold out through fo dirty a 
road, though I ſhould find ſcarce any thing to impede my pro- 
greſs; but poſitive aſſertions, without proof; declamations, 
without argument; and railing, without modeſty, * 

My bufneſs is to detect and expole the falſe, arbitrary, and 
tyrannical p&1NGIPLES upon which the Congreſs afied, and 
to point out their fatal tendency to the intereſts and Uberties of 
the _— Ea ; | of thok 

it was the general opinion and expectation e people 
converſed * that the congreſs would form ſoane reaſonable 
and probable ſcheme of accommodating our unhappy difputes 
with the mother country, and of ſecuring our own rights and 
liberties ; and that in order to make our union with Great. 
Britain durable and permanent, they would endeavour to mark 
out the limits of parliamentary authority over the colonies ; aſ- 


certaining, on the one hand, the liberties of the colonies, and 
on the other, giving full weight to the ſupreme authority of 


the nation gyer all its dominions. Had they attempted' this, 
they would have done ſomething towards accompliſhing the im- 
pra buſineſs'on * they aſſembled, Though they might 


ave executed it in a 


vantages explained; its inconveniences obviated ; and future 
improvements might have made it of real utility: At leaft, 
tiey would, by this conduct, have ſhewn their attention fo the 
intereſts of the colomes, And would, even on that account, have 
celerved their regard; but they did nothing Eke this, on the 
contrary, they ſpent near, or quite, two months, in approving 
nd commending the mad eg of the people of Boſton, 
aud writing inflammatory addreſſes to the people of Great-Bri- 
tan, e and the other provinces ; and in'exercifing as. 
efuree Power of leg://ation.. Should 


. 
. i 1 
ae: : 4 992 — 4 | -n 
rr 
1 - bs.” Ke r 


imperſect manner, it might ly- 
have ſeryed for ſomething tb build upon; it would have been 
diſcuſſed here and at home; its errors pointed out; its ad- 
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Should any perſon chooſe to controvert 'this laſt poſition, { 
appeal to the A/feciation publiſhed by them, under the ſignature 
of their own names. Every article of this inſtrument was in- 


tended by them to have a force of the law. © They have indeed 


uled the in, mild, inſinuating term of recommending their lays 
to our obſervance, inſtead ot the authoritative phraſe of Be 
It enaQed, &c.” becauſe, their authority was not yet firmly 
ſettled, But they have /olemnly bound themſelves ang their confi. 
tzent;s—by whom they affect to mean every inhabitant of the 
colonies, from Nova-Scotia to Georgia---(happy Nova-Scotia! 
happy Georgians who are out of their juriſdiction-) to adbere 
fymly to their Aſſbciation ;-:-they have appointed their officers to 
carry it into execution, ---they have ordained” penalties upon 
thoſe that ſhall preſume to violate it, The appointments of thoſe 
officers, the mode of their proceeding, the penalties to be in- 
flicted, are contained in the eleventh article of the affociation, 
Upon this article I beg leave to make ſome. remarks.- 


% A committee?” is ordered to be choſen in every county, 


city, and town ;*” and to give the weight to thoſe committees, 
and to make them appear as much as poſſible like Lscal, 
OFFICERS du{y elected, they are ordered to be choſen only © 4 
thoſe rho are qualified to vate r Repreſentatives in the legiſlature,” 
A itrong circumſtance to prove that the Congreſs intended ta 
give the force of a law to their Aſſociation. E 
Their „ buſineſs ſhall be attentively to obſerve the condyt 


of all perſons waking this Aſſociation ; and when it thall 


«© be made appear to the ſatisfaftion of a majority of any ſuch 
committee, that any perſon within the limits of their appoant- 


*+ ment has violated this Aſſociation, that ſuch majority dg. 
<«« forthwith cauſe the truth of the caſe to be publiſhed in the 
« Gazette, to the end, that all ſuch foes to the A of Britiſh 


** America may be puhlicly known, and univerſally contemned 

as the enemies of American liberty, and henceforth we re- 

« ſpectively will break off all dealings with bim or ber. 
Here, gentlemen, is a court eſtabliſhed upon the ſame prin- 


ciptes with the papihh Inquiſition. No proots, no evidences ae 


called for. The committee may judge from appearances if they 
pleaſe;--for when it ſhall be made appear to a majority of any 
committee that the Aſſociation is violated, they may procees to 

uniſhment, and appearances, you know, are eafily made ; nor 
is the offender's' pre/ence neceſſary. He may be condemned un- 
ſeen, unheard---without even a poſhbility of making a defence, 
No jury is to be impannelled. No check is appointed vpon 


this court ;---no appeal from its determination: Nor is it left 


accountable 


| 
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Achuntable to any power on earth; ſa that if a majority of the 
committee ſhould chance not to have the fear of Gop before 
their eres the Lord have mercy —_ us all! noms” p 
Nervt, look at the puniſhment to be inflited upon any perſon, 
when it ſhall appear to a majority of any committee that he hath 
violated this Aﬀeciation :---- The committee are to cauſe the 


truth of the caſe to be. publiſhed in the Gazette. Conſider | 


the matter gentlemen, fairly and cooly, without rejudice or 
partiz/ity, Should committees be choſen, according to the 
purport of this eleventh article of the Aſſociation, in every 
cunty, city and towns, from Nova-Scotia to Georgia de you 
think that a majority of every ſuch committee would confilt of 
meu of {ach era honour and probity, as that We might in af 
ciſes 2xpet the truth, the wholp truth, aud nothing but the truth, 
in their publications? Do we run no riſk by committing ſuck 
ub2nded power into their hands? May they not ſometimes 
wantonly abuſe it? Eſpecially as they are accountable to wo ſu- 
perior tribunal. z---without any other check on their conduct, 

than their own honour. Will their paſhons, their prejudices 
aud prepoſſeſhons never warp them from rea!zties, to ju 
«/)arences only They mult be very extraordinary perſons indeed. 

When the Popifh inquifition hath paſſed ſentence of condem- 

nation on any perſons they have done their duty----the | your 
wretch is then delivered over to the ſecular power to be puniſhed: 

In hunchle imitation of this humane and laudable practices when 
the c-13/:2977al inquiſition has condemned any perſon; and pub 

linge his ſentence in the Gazette; they have done theit (duty ; 

aun then the pgor culprit is to be dehvered over to the poy 

the mob, for execution, He is to be conſidered as a foe 1) 


rhe 


fights of Britiſb America, and univerſally contemmed as the tnrmy of | 


Anrican liberty, and thenceforth the parties of the Aſſociation 


r/pecvely avril break off Fl dealing: with bim or ber. Foo 
1 


vhappy wretch, how I pity thee ! Caſt out from civil ſociety £ 


* 
af — 
7 


Nobody to have any dealings with thee! None to fell thes a 


lat of bread, or a pot of tea-water, but ſuch miſerable out-laws 
3s thyſelf! Perhaps thou baſt drank a diſh of zea, or a glaſs of 
Madeica, or haſt. uſed an Engliſh pin, or eaten Iriſh petatce, im- 
ported out of due time z nd haſt had the truth of thy unhappy. 
caſe publiſhed, by the inquiſitjon, in the Gazette: And is | 
lo relief! Muſt thou exp24 ng mitigation of thy puniſhment? 
None, my friend; thou haſt committed the unpardonable fn 
wank the Congreſs; and the utmoſt vengeance that they can 
nit awaits thee !---Comfort thyſelf however in this that thou 
tin no worſe fate than a few honeſt people, of whom 1 50 
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tend. in zu od neglected book; who were not allowed to iy 
or fell, becaule they, had not the mer of the beaft. in their fore. 
I beg your pardon, Gentlemen, for treating O. ſerions 4 ſub 
ject witze ridicule; | Look back, I beſeech you; upon the can. 
duct of the Congreſ5.a-gonfider what a ſtate they have biourht 
you into view ell U dim̃culties that ſurround you. Perhaps 
you may be tempted to make light of them, and without much 
reſtection, to ſay, chat all will be well.” But temember ;--your 
Ebertics and properties are now at the mercy of a body of men 
anchecked; uncontrouled by the civil power, Von have choſen 
committee;---y0u are no longer: your own. maſters . 500 
ſfeb(cted your buſmeſs,” your dealings, your mode of living, 
the chnd ut and regulation bf your families, to fir prudence 
and difcretion. The public laws of the province are ſuperſeded 
by the Luvs of the Congrefs The government of your city is; 
in a great meaſure, taken out of the hands of the magillrates ; 
they cannot do their duty for the want of that ſupport which ali 
good men ought to give them: Violence is dope to private 
property, hy ribtous afembHes, and the rioters 80 un puniſhed; 
nay more applanded for thaſe very crimeg Which the laws 
of cke government have forbidden, under ſevere genalties. 
You feenr to thin yourſelvey perfeQly ſaſe and ſecure; becauſe 
yoar cvomum) ttee conſuts of virtuous and honeſt tuen, and they will 


4 


not hurt you; I have no iacſinatio to detract hom (he virtue, 


ar ta } h the honelty. of the gentlemen of the committee. 
1 knpe their futuce condact. will. juſtify your good opumon of 


chern, It is beſt However to ſec che end of their contmirtee-(bip, 
beſaue you give them the fanction of your approbation.- But is 


i then come to ir Pi- Your committee au not hurt you. Ar? 
von content to have vont thiberty and property dependent on the 
Hall of de comminrtee? Yo rhat ſpurned at the abb of hold. 

wur rights on the precarieus tenure of the will of a Britith 
mimfſtry, as you hure been pleaſed to ſpeak; or, of a Britiß 
Parkiament, can yon ſubmit to hold them on as precatious a 
tene, the ci, of a New-York . committee, of a continental 


'congrets ? 4 


Yaa cannot, I think, want convictien, that your liberty and 
property are made ſubjcet to the laws of the Congreſs, and the 


will of the committee. If you do, look at the tenth article of 


the Aﬀociation. Any goods or merchandize that may arrive 
an your account between the firſt diy of December, and the 


fut day of February next, thbugh you ſhould have ordered them 
before' the Congre!s had a being, muil be re pped by 


your een 
direction; 
105 7 
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tirection} and th dieetioũ you 


'That yen, whio\ ſobintſſion to the . 
tamely gi your liberty and to wn ep; ya | 
aca CongreGs Fot ſhame,” gen 7 act more 
You have bluſterad und — — 'ﬆn 2 
that no Britiſi Parlianent ſhould: fa of your 
money without your leave; and "now 20 * ene 
bullied by . by 0M MITYTEE,.and 
fear of the GM a h, 


«1h * 8 
N md pelt 
of being garerled or, — 5 be td the 


mittee of che cou r ten e imported, 
be ore d at your wulp -o Yay + mut u is — 


direction of the committee; and after you 


reimburſeu your 


fr: colt and charge th praſt id to 50 8 do che wette 

ſuch — las of theton of Bee a | 
ſufferers bythe Boſton Port-Bill ,2Godd'God f That men whe | 
exclaim ſo viokenaly- for liberty: and the rights of Ku ſaree 1 
Hould ever vol dntäxily ſabmir to ch an abjedt Lido avert 


| 
Geir dg L Mus uſt they gd 
8 leyiny — and ese 


a purpoſe ? Or 


os 'continenty' 4 
-dious? Do 


"the Saints ba 
hey do. Ne on this oe 


kim on chis very 
People 33 
4 "made Boſon e. 


and Ack Lare ey d 
Can't 


ſach violent eancerly for their, phór Wh don't they 

ez which Mey deftroyed; and here qualify e 
their port opened ). this wαꝭ, effet 2 Hrer\ 0.7 6 5 
and is only an att 9 . 


long ago: They have mae Dr 
poor, im 


their 


to e —  . 
w pouring in u * iT 


labowe” of : 
how, 2» wall as nd rp} Mat dey comma 
—— —— 


1 Hero? comylerion 
uberic the earth? In my conſcien 
oy 


krration of & fellow forme time ago; Difcoarſing wi 

8 > nfs, auf Yee of the | 

e that: God bad 
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odliges a man, 

„ before it allows ham a Fats for eſca 

en = 8 two wills, a 7 e a bag 

Wi; on't ſee how a man can act re upon x 
ode are to be reſhipped at the diradtion of thtrowner.” Su; 


he ſhould be unwilling. Unwilling or bor, he muff be willing, nt 
ve 


or the dread of the GazzrTx ſhall make him fo. 

mould any importer be ſo unfortunate as to have the we 
his goods delayed, hy any accident, till che beginning of 
cember, be will be ip the ſtate of a man, who being condemy 
to be hanged, ade — made after his etended orie was 


mitted, was to be oblige 
to hang rien ; or at i 
dive directions to 


for him. This 1 too moch ie the to 
bout, in the hiſtory of. John Ball; SE, brew 


l 
nd ere intends 


5 theo; 
. now 


one of you will run Tink Bl 
execution of the ofice lately 805 
neſſe; the 2 ales by 


approve of the non 


ter 84 th of NS 
willingly to the committee, 
lien: 30, have them 
do you will act, 2 


obſerve all 


(80): 


tio laws, . 
by 5 tir ae the Wee with were — 
etcabteras. ' But let us exapjne how far your honour is ral 


J engaged b by ſuch a promiſe. | 
| ment was iptended for the ſecurity of thoſe who live 
under it 205 protect the weak againſt the frong ; —the goo 
ag wa the bad to preſerve * order and decency among men, 
ming every one from injuring his nej rer. Every per 
then, owes qbedience to the laws of t wernment Arg 
85 "heck be lives, and is ohliged in honeur xl duty to ſupp 
em. Becauſe, if one has a right to diſregard th laws 
ſociety to which be Belle all have the ſame right; he 
her, government is at an end. * Your honour was efefore 
e engaged to the 2 vernment under which you live, be- 
you promited to ubide' by the determinstibns of the con- 
refs. Vou had no 4 to make a protmiſe implicitiy to oi 
11 their 5 ker What thi ere, and whe- 
er they would interfe th ores laws governnient, 
| 20 not. And you ate ſo he beg bound in honour to cy 
inations of the code, oh ch interfer with'thelaws 
os the e ment, that you ly bound in honovt to o- 
them. Now, a tis cn hey will render it evident, 
t chere! is no lach th A wg 0 g the” regulations of the con. 
"preſs int N thout lung the Kucvn laws, and 
n the Je LY "athbrity of the overnight — 
Injuring and ing our Sarhbourt whey have as pood 4 
| Ne © the Ain 7 the laws, as po Rave. 
et it alſo he conſidered, that as no man has a legal right to 
do what the oy 1 fo every man has a'Tegal right to cn 
who Now, bye 4” 2 A 
tend an bbſbivaince &f the determinations of the 
ing 85 15 this Neeber you abrogate, of Taſpend, ſeveral 0; 
K, ſotne of chem hem eſſentin] to the and order of the 
Tae * 05 contravene its a boy; "You take the go. 
an en d . ont of me handy of the prone, 
co\fng wo aſſe und the government "of. the cy; out of 
*Yie anche 6f the 5 ma Rs os and flace them in a Cor. 
tts, 2 body ürt 2 5 in any legal” ſeuſe! You i 
227 4 power, 3 oy make i an  infryrqenr of 5 in 
en, ot | 


"he Jaws of this g. nt Weid. Al letz, 
lence to there, Einer in win their! 160 g 
em of their pt tbid us | 
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Now, what law. has forbidden the exportation of >» Ns ; 


— hw of the province. The farmer is permitted to (ell them 
al and the buyer to carry them off, if he pon. roo have 
introduced a law of the congreſs, making that unlawful and 
hve impracticable which the laws of the . per permit. And in 
004 carrying this regulation of the congrels into execution, on 
en, hte . public law, which r all — ee 
ally trampled u and a flagrant and opp A of au- 
1 — hos 15 e his Majetties ſubjects. mech 
pon Can it be ſuppoſes. that * honour obliges you to perpe« 
the rate, or abet ſuch actions ) If not, it does not oblige v0 to 
and conform to the regulations of the congreſs, or carry. Zhen into 
fore execution. ; . — 
be There is no Bever byt what is founded in ite and Nu. | 
ON Take theſe away, and what is raked ſo is a mere name; it may | 
ey be whim, it may be caprice, it may be pride, it may be delten | 
he. aeſ ; But Honovs it can #ot be. | 
ent, Suppoſe one of 10 fellow - citizens ſhould have a "parcel of _ | 
goods arrive after the firſt day of December, and ſhould refufſs - | 
aws to deliver them up to the diſpoſal of the committee: Are you. 19 
4. in lonour bound to compel him ? In importing the goods hs | 
4 das tranſgreſſed no law of God, af nature, nor of the ince. 
on- On the contrary, the laws of God, of nature, and of the pro | 
and rince, forbid you to moleſt him in the proſecution of big uf +l 
z0ut refs, But you are introducing & regulation bf the congreſs' fus. > 
d perior to the laws of God, of nature, and of the province :- —2 * 
Aregulation that ſuperſedes and vacatesthein dl Remember, = | "|| 
t to gentlemen, that honour and duty are always re ene wy C7 7 gl 
Fr aour can neyer oblige a man to do that which his duty fordids -  ' | 


him to do. Your duty requires you to obey the laws of che 
22 in whith you live, and to ſupport their authority: 
ut :5/; honour you taſk f, tequires you to diſobey che laws of | 
the government, and to diſannul their authority. It is there- | 
tore falt and not true honour which obliges yu to adhere to the +, | 
regulations of the refs, and ge carry the 1 
into execution ; for it Auge you to act in direct oppoſidon to 
your duty, to the laws of the ment, to the rights and 
privileges of your fellowecitizens, and to che general good ef the 
— province; nay, of all the protince, from Nova-Scots - 
to Georgia, e eee, TD. nl 
dome carry the matter {till further; they plead the \necefity | 
of the — and pronounce boldly, W 80 any people 2 175 
ſroxgling for liberty, the Lee of the laws mult, of | 
* re of WiN 
e ang) Oe eee 
1 1 * * - | ** | /*. +1 * 1 | 
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b of, this paltion, they W A memon, 
z Wnt 


revolution in Engl laced the great King WI. 

am on the 8 However voters hat revbtnnis 1 
dave been to ſecare the rights and Rberties of the Engliſh nz, 
tion, no man, I am perſuaded, who feally loves his count; 
would wiſh to ſer it again torn by ſuch violent convil. 
fon as it then endured. People who talk fo very feelingh, 
and with fo much pleaſure about revolutions, and who are ever 
ready to juſtify the moſt violent, and the moſt needleſ; oppoſi 
Lon to government, by the example of the great revolution in 
glad , ſeem to me to be too fond of revolutions; to be good 
übjects of any government on earth. However, let us ex 
mine a little how far the neceffary ſtruggles for liberty will ju#. 
. & that violence, Which puts an end to the 5 +a af the 
E andinroduces anarchy, ib, and Prad force, in te 


1 


The operatic ef the laws certainly oug F not to ceaſe u 
| NN y ought N 


han the neceſſary ſtruggles for liberty require. A ( 

Aruggle wall not juſtify a tal benen 6 lax and good g. 
vernment. A firngele for liberty, however neceſſary it may 
he, which can be carried on confiſtently with the laws, and in 
due ſubordination to government, will never juſtify rhe breach 
of any one law, nor oppoſition to government in any inftance, 
Io peak directly to our own cale, A. 

Had ou, gentlemen, ſuffered the Tea belonging to the E- 

t mpany, to have been landed and ſtofed, you would 
have been under na obligations to have bought ic, or to have 
uſed it. It might hate lain till d6omſday, and would never 
have hort you. or your poſterity. Your diſpute with the morher. 
cpgntry, about the three: penny dyty, would have been conducted 
coabltently: with the laws of the government, and no injury 
wauld have been e nn peajact „But this peaceable con- 

Te 1 


dud com ported nut with the intemperate, fiery zeal of the Set 


Os Liberly. Tbe ay then was, that there was nat viriue enough 


the city io prevent the Tea from being bought and uſed. --4 
frange alteration has happehed in a ſkbre time.---You have www 
virtue enough to prevent, not only Tes from being bought and 
d, but af commodities from Great-Britain tt dec. 

om being imported. If you go on, gentlemen, your im- 
Provements in nie will ſoon put you upon an exag? equality 
with the New-England people, whom a late celebrated writer 
the me vrt people on earth! In ſtead of 


e your city ſtil 
this 0 conduct, every violent meaſure has been urſved;. 


Britain, 


— 


means that tended to promote a reconciliation vi Great: 


. = 
P— 


1 | | 1 


* 


* prizin, a Wes maintain the peacrundonder of hey ment in” \* 
x Will which, we live, have been ey And to complete 2 
folly of your conduct, you 2 cor to adhere to 
kb miaations of the d, thereby preciuding all = 
8 accommodation with the mibther: untry, mes! fy n 

1 dor terms, Which EE complied with, conſiſtentliy with 


ve dignity of the natign; You thereby "alſo introduce a bers 


ing, 

57:5 into the provieice, derogatory from, and f- 
bond —_ the the power of the You ating on eftabBiſh 4 u cbütt 
0n in d [ngquiſition, to decide, in the moſt arbitrary, tyräntical ud 
good 1-11 4-0f manner, upon the liberties and ies of your 
ert. on- ſabjects, over whom have 20 jut or legal power: 
[ut Yeu la an embargo u the produce of the farmers, arid 
zuſb. * 8⁰ 4 
f the vill thereby be ena to purchaſe it at your own | +4 

You have mona nds mt into your own hands Roe B- of "tie 


babies and co 


king imported; % kick boy . * of | command pron 


Ft: 
et the Nod of the province extort what 
- aL Sag wif in payment fo 1 And la 
20- Þ® 
may you promote and 7 Jig mobs an 7222 tümelts, and n 
1 tiem the means of to exechtion that \ 


abominztte 1 
ſytem of © ppretion which Ke congref huve! deviſed for the N | 
future dee of the contivent. 


All the hardſhips which you com plain of, f 2 1 


yoo ſay, vou fear, from the eight er parffcind 8 | 

lured for a Centra „ would nor injure this pre 1 

this mode 1 are ut continued V for 4 CdS: or 
"wad 


W. here, 1 the neceflity 
ing, ſo violent. an N ment be the 
the rights of your fellow {ybjedts ? Th a 80 
u erc now, any gther necefli re than what you RT 
nave, Had you 18 801 Tea to have been i: 
only refrained from 0 wn you' oy 
de meeting of the . w t any. 
your rights and privil n 
gneraꝗces b 1 1 fi 
repreſentation! 


fry world have lr * Nc. 


m- legal co aſtitutional. wa 

[tg v'hout the eppreion a 
ter the province, 

of Infead of this reak 

„ aus., by your raſh. a1 


edodivm on tual 
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| confofon and dan Gager——UUave your repreſen eg 
ave 


= intereſts dr N given up moors r teen 
yed. your rights Have they ſhewn N77 ion to 

theſe things ?—1f net, why are yy — hy are the 

treated as though they were not worthy to be truſted. 

Let it alfo bs, confidered, that the aflembly are a body bak 
and 275 by the laws of the empire. Their re 
.tations would be confidered, their petitions or remor 

attended to. The ſupreme authority « of the nation could ben 
with them withdnt deſcendin g from its dignity. Burt the congieh 
are a body, unknown to the goyernmetit. Tn a legal ſenſe, thy 
25 no Bedey at all.” - You cannot then expect, that their petition, 

uld they have 4x anys will of; attended to, . dieit . 
1 

Jar Hol, 2 e 0 ag the nevellites of the time 

3 the Jubverßon 9 ae} laws, 95 <> 8 
even in the moſt n gglet for 

liberty, e jaflified, till aft legal and moderate on: 
c have hare filed. Suppakng therefore, that all the complaints ue 
8 Parhamjent: and Miniftry are founte 

In truth; and NN the evils which we ' foreſee and foret! 
"are really comi on us. We have nd fight to procede to fuck 


r e as the 4 (rogre have directed, and you 


are executing, conftitarional, Jeation! & 
or ace Lk Jeu 9 880 pt 


Raw 
geſt of you ntletiet, to look back, al | 

3 * 22851 e of the mask and then determine . 
Ten, — Jau are bound * the | hay es of honour, d 

2 2 or „r ta adhere to, y into execbiicm, 


ions of the ihe thbverion of the lam 
2m SED] he, pr ee Peng of the Inhabiatts 


3 are He OY hai reg 
the congreſs, and 0 it one 
tur, — von arg not. nouriſhin d brir 
pe) American Republic, "which han 
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of ke Len 47 alread Faun e br 
L. W og E Philage N 


2. as heen a a 

my ne Ant all the * fork Fe init 
2 l very robable cat che ſcheme * 
Ford and ret; and in a little time, the Commer 
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You may think this a chimera, a creature of my own brain, 


ith a more minute attention, poſſibly ſome foundation for 


ve ſpicior.5 may appear. That a majority of the people of the 
* (0 Maſlucheſerts-Bay have it in meditation to throw off their ſub. 
re they tion o (reat-Britain; as ſoon as a favourable ſeaſon preſents, 
ay ſcore admit of à doubt. The independency of that pro- 
know vince ou the Britiſh Parliament, has been declared in expreſs 
— tens. As yet they acknowlege King George the Third for 
b tber King and liege Lord z -how Jong they will abide by this 
den ick ro ment is very uncertain, They are daily encroaching 
0ng:eh on the prerogatives of his. crown, and the legal rights of his 
e, they hone. They have wreſted the militia from the command of 
dition, ki: Horernot, and are diſciplining it to fight againſt his own 
Ie1t n. „ » bom they have called military execationers, and enemies 
| o thete ate, They have obliged his ſervants to reſign their 
: times, moloyments, They have ſhut up his coul. of juſtice, dit- 
violett led his government, and are erecting one of their own model - 
let for ing in 15 room . | | \ 
They boaſt of the number and valour of their men, and have 


lu ces in ſupport of my ſuſpicions, but theſe are ſuificient. 


d you come a {tate independent on Great-Britain. The probable con- 
ons d e guence would be, that the other Neu- England colonies would 
8 5 in them, and together with them, form one Republic. When 


once they had arrived at this height of power, How long do 
you ſoppoſe they would remain in peace with 74is government ? 
Certainly only till a fair opportunity offered to attack it wi 
zlrantage. The New-England people have ever calt a wilkfi 
*3 on the lands of this province. Connecticut, Maſſachuſetts, 
New-Hampſhire, have Ain their turns encroached upon chem; 


bu: alſo very difficalt- to remove. A ſtate: of continual war 
with \ew-England, would: be the inevitable fate of this pro. 
t the a interefh. of this colony, need no enumeration. 

cn coſondes ſhall become independent on Great - Britain, a hor- 


Ihe interels, the commerce of thegdiffereut proyiaces will in- 


« «ww 4 
® 


and mov laugh at it. But When you confider- circumſtances 


given plain intimations, in the Suffolk Reſolves, chat they will 
not always act on the defenſive. I could enumerate more circum- 


Oaly now ſuppoſe it poſſible that they ſhould ſucceed, and be- 


and their encroachments have not only. been very troubleſome,  - 


"ace, dai ſubmiſſion'on our part, or conqueſt on their part, put 
period to the diſpute. The: conſequences. of ſuch an event 


Whenever the fatal period: ſhall arrive, in which the Ameri. 


bene of war and bloodſhed will immediately commence. +. 
trice; diſputes about boundavies and limits will ariſe. - There | | 
; 20 us gate: 1 BG 


Britain over the colonies mult ceaſe; or the force 0 
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will be no ſupteme power to interpoſe; but the ſword and bey. 
onet muſt decide the diſpute. We, indeed, in words, diſclain 
every thought and wiſh of ſeparating our intereſts from her; 
But in deed and fad, all the colonies from Nova- Scotia tg 
Georgia, have run headlong into ſuch meaſures, as muſt, if 
they prove ſucceſsful, finally break intirely our connection with 
her, or reduce her to the diſagreeable neceſſity of eſtabliſhing 
her dominion over us, in conqueſt, | 1 

To talk of ſubjeftion to the King of Great-Britain, while we 
diſclaim ſaubmiſfion to the Parliament of (Great-Britain, is idle 
and ridiculous, It is a diſtinction made by the American Re. 
publicans to ſerve their own rebellious 1 gilding 
with which they have encloſed the pill of ſedition, to entice the 


unwary coloniſts to ſwallow it the more readily down. Tbe 


King of Great-Britain was placed on the throne by virtue of an 
act of Parliament: Ang he is King of America, by virtue cf 


| ws King of Great-Britain. He is therefore King of Ane- 


rica by att of Parliament. And if we diſclaim that authority 
of Parliament which made him our King, we, in fact, rejett 
him from being aur King; for we diſclaim that authority by 
which he is a King at all. 615.5 # 

Let us not, Gentlemen, be led away from our duty and alle- 

tance, by ſuch fantaſtical diſtinctions. They are too nice and 
ſubtil for practice; and fit only for Utopian ſchemes of govern- 
ment. We have ſo long paid attention to ſophiſlical declami- 
tions about liberty and property, the power of government, 
and the rights of the people, the force of laws and the benefit 
of the conſtirution, that we have very little of an y of them left 
among us: And if we continue to ſupport and imitate the mad 
ſchemes of our eaſtern neighbours, in the manner we have done, 
iu a very ſhort time, we ſhall have none at all. T 

We have hitherto proceeded from bad to worſe. It is time to 
conſider and correct our conduct. As yet it has done us f 
good: If perſiſted in too far, it will bring ruin upon us. It b 
our duty to make ſome propoſals of accomodation with our 
parent country: And they ought to be reaſonable ones---ſuch 23 
might be made with ſafety on our part, and accepted with dig- 


nity on hers. But if we expect to oblige her to propole a recon- 


cilation,---to aſk and intreat us to accept of ſuch and ſuch terms, 
to force her to concede every thing, while we will concede 
nothing :---If we are determined to proceed as we have done, 
continually riſing in our demands and increafing our oppoſition, 
I dread to think of the conſequence. The authority of Great. 

f arms muſt 


knayy 


C97 13 
$rally decide the diſpute. Many Americans are hardy enough 
to ſuppoſe, that, in ſuck a conteſt, we ſhould come off victorious : 
Ba: horrid indeed would be the conſequence of our ſucceſs! We 
ſhould preſently turn our arms on one another ;--province againſt 
province, and deſtruction and carnage would deſſolate the 
nd, Probably it would coſt the blood of a great part of the 
inhabitants to determine, what kind of government we ſhould 
bare whether a Monarchy or a Republic. Another efuſian 
of blood would be neceſſary to fix a Monarch, or to eftabliſh the 
common wealth, 8 38 et” | 
But it is much more probable, that the power of the Britiſh 
arms would prevail: And then, after the moſt dreadful ſcenes ' 
violence and flaughter.--ConriscaTions and ExecuTIONS 
nul cloſe the noRRID TIRAAOEDr. ö 


A. W. Farms. 


November 28, 1774. IO 


AR M E R A. W. has ſeen 4 pamphlet, extitldy 4 
it; nor does he find any thing in il to make him aha 


another file at his ſervice, A. W. would: be wil 


expreſſion; and the impratticability of the attempt. . 
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l full Vindication of the Meaſures of ihiOi8 
groß, Wc,” Heis neither frighted nor, diſconceried i i 


his ſentiments, as expreſſed in the Free Thoughts: b 
the author of - the indication has any teeth loft, bee 


pleaſed with an opportunity of vindicating bath bis u. 
cations at the ſame time, and he will wait ten days far 
this Friend to America's Remarks upon the Exam 
tion into the Conduct of the Delegates, wh il 
ſuppoſes will be full time enough for ſo very accomplyMaad 
writer to rid icule all the wit contained init. A. Wai 


beg the author of the Vindication to conſult FOG 


Difionary, and ſee whether the N *« and hi 
wit ridicultd,; be claflical or not. is perſuaded that 
had the Vindicator poſſeſſed the leaft ſpark of gm 
wit, he would have felt both the impropriety . of 


s 


